
SAYING YES TO GOD

I.  SIGNIFICANCE OF SAYING YES TO GOD.

A. Saying Yes to God is to Obey

• YES IS GOD’S FAVORITE WORD

•  SAYING YES TO GOD IS SIMPLY OBEYING GOD

• WE ARE ALL CALLED TO OBEY THE LORD

B.The very first command to obey that was ever 
recorded is found in the book of Genesis—Gen. 
2:16-17

1. Adam receives the very first commandment that was ever 
given by the Lord.

2. The bible ends with a word of encouragement to obey 
God’s command

3.  Not only does the bible starts off with a Command to 
obey, the last chapter of the last book of the bible closes 
out with a word of encouragement to obey His 
commandments Revelation 22:14 (NKJV) 

(a)From beginning to end, the command to obey, that 
is, to say yes to God, is unchangeable

�1



(b)The first and the last thing that God requires of us is 
simple, universal, unchanging obedience.’

(c)And His call to obedience always demands our 
response. It always demand a YES answer.

C. Obedience (Saying yes) to God is such a 
Significant Subject in the Bible.

1. Obedience (saying yes) Requires Courage

(a)When God called Joshua to take Moses place to lead 
His people into the promised land, but God offers 
Joshua some words of encouragement.

Joshua 1:6 (NLT) 

Joshua 1:9 (NLT) 

(b)Peter and the other Apostles demonstrated courage 
when facing the religious council of Pharisees who 
strictly commanded them to not preach in this name. 
Acts 5:29 (NKJV) 

(c)Jesus demonstrated the ultimate act of courage when 
He obeyed God and said yes even when it meant dying 
a horrible death. Philippians 2:8 (NKJV) 

✦ Obeying God must become so significant in our own 
lives because saying yes to God becomes the stepping-
stone to accomplishing something great for the 
Kingdom of God and for our lives.
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2. Saying Yes to God Demonstrates Our Faith

(a) Saying yes to God not only requires courage, it 
also demonstrates our faith.

(b)Faith is an essential part of Christian living because it 
demonstrates our trust in Him.

• The bible tells us that “…the just shall live by 
faith”, Rom. 1:17 (NKJV).

•  2 Cor. 5:7 says that we are to “…walk by faith not 
by sight.”

Hebrews 11:8 (NKJV) 

✦ The world calls this “blind faith”, but in God’s 
kingdom, there is no such thing, “…for walk by 
faith not by sight.”

(c) When God told Abraham to leave his country, his 
relatives, and his father’s house, to go to an unknown 
place in Gen. 12:1-2, there was no hesitation on his 
part to say yes to God.

(d) He didn’t stop to think about it, stop to count the cost, 
or ask God, “Why.” 

(e)It simply said, “So Abram went, as the Lord had told 
him” (Gen 12:4). 

II. What Does it Mean to Say Yes to God

A.What Does Saying Yes Mean?
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1. In order to say yes to God, it begins by saying no to 
ourselves

(a) What prevents so many believers from saying yes to 
God is that they are unwilling to say no to themselves.

(b) In our world today, saying yes means to deny our own 
plans, our own desires, and our own ways. Mark 
10:21-22 (NKJV) 

✦ obedience always demands a response. It always 
demand a YES answer.

(c)He came to Jesus looking for what he can do to gain 
eternal life and Jesus tells what he must do.

(d)He was unwilling to receive the Lord’s instructions to 
follow Him because it meant saying no to 
himself, no to his wealth and 
possessions;

✦ To say yes to God means overcoming our wants, 
desires, needs, our agenda, and plans.

✦  It means denying yourself, taking up the cross, and 
following Him. 

2. Saying yes to God means putting Him first place 1 Kings 
17:10-12 (NKJV) 
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(a)When we say yes, we are choosing Him over 
ourselves, and that is sometimes difficult for some of 
us. 

(b)Making His priorities our priorities.

(c) Elijah began challenging the widow woman to 
change her priorities (have her last meal and die)

✦ She was being called upon to change her priorities to 
match God’s priorities.

✦ Saying yes can mean rearranging your own plans or 
your schedule to line up with God’s.

✦ God said I’ll take your old stuff and make it last until I 
send the rain. 1 Kings 17:14 (NKJV) 

✦ The widow woman was in conflict within herself. The 
conflict was between the facts and faith in what God 
said.

✦ She had to make a choice

✦ She had God’s promise but with no proof

(d)Upon hearing God’s word, she made a decision, and 
said yes and changed her priorities by 
placing God first, and when she did that, 
something amazing happened. Look at verse 15

✦ God was able to use this widow woman who had 
nothing, to sustain the prophet of God as well as 
herself and her son with the little that she had when 
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she decided to put God first by saying yes.1 Kings 
17:15-16 (NKJV) 

✦

3. Saying yes to God means trusting Him and obeying His 
every word.

✦  It means doing what God says in the timing and 
manner that He says to do it.

(a)There are many examples in the Bible who men and 
women said yes to God under very difficult, dangerous, 
and uncomfortable circumstances, yet God was able to 
do great things through their obedience. 

✦ Queen Esther said yes, even though it could’ve cost 
her very life (by going before the king unannounced 
to stop her people from being annihilated).  Esther 
4:16 (NKJV) 

✦ Abraham said yes when he went to sacrifice his 
promised son. Genesis 22:1-13

• Sometimes God will call on you to do something 
that you do not want to do.

• Sometime God will require something of you like 
giving up something that you don’t want to let go 
of.

• God required something of Abraham, something 
that was precious to Him, a promise that God 
blessed him with, an answer to his prayers, yet 

�6



Abraham said yes to God and was about to 
sacrifice his son before God stopped him.

✦ Mary said yes to supernaturally carry the Savior of 
the world in her womb and she never wavered 
because she understood that she was a servant of 
the Lord. Luke 1:38 (NKJV)

✦  Jesus Christ said yes to die an excruciating and 
agonizing death on a cross for you and me (and 
countless others). Philippians 2:8 (NKJV)

✦ These are some of the many who have faced 
difficult, and dangerous situations, but they all said 
yes and God was able to do amazing things in and 
through their lives.

✦ And Neither Were Disappointed!!!

II.THE CHALLENGES OF SAYING YES TO GOD 

A. The Risk of Saying Yes to God

1. Stepping out beyond the Comfortable and Safety

(a)So many believers are satisfied with choosing comfort 
and safety over risk, unwilling to step beyond their place 
of security and not able to experience what God is able 
to do in and through their lives. 

✦ Saying yes to God is like venturing out further into 
the deepest part of the water where your feet no 
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longer touches the bottom and the only thing you 
have at that moment is God and His promises.

✦ But so many Christians are not willing to take risks 
and go further in their faith because so many want to 
hold on to some measure of control.

(b)Moses is a good example of being called out into the 
deep and unknown waters. Exodus 3:10 (NKJV) 

(c)When one day, God interrupts his quiet life and tells 
Moses that He has seen the oppression and suffering 
of His people in the hands of the Egyptians and heard 
their cries.

(a)Moses shows some resistance, not willing to step 
beyond his place of safety.

(b)Then begins a series of excuses as to why he should 
NOT BE THE ONE TO BE A PART OF GOD’S PLAN.

Exodus 3:11 (NKJV) 

Exodus 4:1 (NKJV) 

Exodus 4:10 (NKJV) 

Exodus 4:13 (NKJV) 

(c)In other words, “please God, send someone 
else”.
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(d)Moses was reluctant and apprehensive over his 
assignment because of fear of the unknown and his 
sense of personal inadequacy.

• David’s words - Psalm 56:3 (NLT) 

✦ When we go through adversities in life, as one 
preacher would say, it becomes a journey of 
discovery—in other words, it is when facing 
adversities that we discover who God really is.
Isaiah 43:2 (NKJV) 

2.  Saying Yes to God will allow God To Use Us to 
Accomplish Great Things for God’s Kingdom

(a)What might happen when people say YES
• When Moses said YES, the Israelites went free.
•  When Joshua said YES the Promised Land was 

conquered.
•  When David said YES Goliath was defeated.
•  When Jesus said YES sin died and salvation 

became possible for all.
• These all said yes in difficult circumstances, but 

God was able to do great and mighty things through 
them.

✦ It is the person who says yes and does what God 
says, to whom God can entrust His work, whom 
God can use for His glory, and with that—comes 
great rewards
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IV. THE REWARDS FOR SAYING YES

A. Obedience always brings blessings.

1.According to James, when we say yes and become doers 
of the word, we are blessed. James 1:25 (NKJV) 

(a)When we say yes to God, we are obeying His word.

(b)And obedience always brings great blessings and 
rewards

2.Abraham is another example; God said to Abraham in 
Genesis 22:2-3 (NKJV)

(a)Now it’s in verse 3 that opens the door of blessings in 
Abraham’s life. Genesis 22:3 (NKJV)

(b) God commanded Abraham to do something that would 
have been very difficult for all of us to say yes to. 
Genesis 22:16-18 (NKJV) 

(c)Because you said yes when it was most difficult to say 
yes.

B. An Abundance of Blessings

1. Let’s look at another example with Peter Luke 5:4-5 
(NKJV) 

(a)Peter illustrates what can happen when we say yes to 
God. An example of how to live a blessed life.
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(b)In Luke, we read where Jesus gave Peter a command 
to go out to the water and cast his nets into the deep.

(c) Now God tells Peter to do something that did not make 
any sense to his natural reasoning.

(d)Peter responds by saying to Jesus in verse 5, “Master, 
we worked hard all night and caught nothing…”
✦ Peter’s livelihood and experience were in the 

fishing business, Peter knows fish.

✦ But Peter was challenged to make a decision that 
would have contradicted his natural reasoning and 
his experience as a fisherman. 

(e)In spite of all the negative experiences of their being 
out there all night and catching no fish, Peter said yes 
to the Lord and obeyed and set sail out into the deep 
again.

(f) Peter response in verse 5 was…”nevertheless at Your 
word I will let down the net." 

(g)When did they catch a great number of fish? “And 
when they done this…” After Peter said yes to the Lord 
and cast out his net. Luke 5:6-7 (NKJV) 

•  The abundance of fish was more than he had 
expected.

�11



• A perfect example of how God is able to do above 
and beyond, and far exceed anything our natural 
minds could ever think or imagine when we say 
yes

✦ If Peter had said anything other than yes, he would 
have missed the greatest fishing experience of his life. 

✦ If you and I would say anything other than yes to God, 
we to would miss out on the greatest experience in 
our lives

✦ But because of Peter’s obedience, because he said 
yes to Jesus,

✦ the Lord arranged a miracle that he would never 
forget. Peter was able to experience God 
supernaturally.

✦ He said yes to the Lord, despite what he felt, the Lord 
blessed him with supernatural provisions in 
abundance.
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