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Heb 11:6 - why our faith is so vital 

“Impossible” - GK= impotent or lacking the ability or capacity 
Whatever is done with or for Him without faith cannot please Him 
Rom 14:23 - whatever is not done out of faith in God is sin 
Cannot “come” to Him without faith - that He is really there for and with you 
Prayer conscious that He is present and listening 
That He not only hears but responds -  

Rom 4:9-12 - the steps of the faith of Abraham 
Background - 
• He was made righteous to God not because of the physical act of 

circumcision but because he believed the promise God made him 
• “Steps” refers to the journey on which he went to arrive at that level of 

faith 
• We are going to follow him on that journey to learn what he learned 
• At the end, God called him the “Father of our faith” 

Gen 11:24-32 Abraham’s background 
The end of the pre-patriarchal period and beginning of the patriarchs 
Lineage from which Abraham came - traced back to Shem, one of Noah’s sons 
Vs 28 lived in Ur, city in Caldee 

Ancient Babylon on Euphrates River just northwest of Persian Gulf 
Some evidence they were moon worshippers 

Vs 31-32 the journey begins - family left Ur to settle in Haran 
Located in what is now SE Turkey 
Was a crossroads for trade from Mediterranean region and major eastern 
cities 

Gen 12:1-20 
Gen 12:1 - God’s call to Abram to leave his family and home - beginning of his journey 

1. Faith requires us to leave what is familiar and comfortable - where our trust 
has been 

God is calling us to grow in our trust in Him for everything 
Ultimate goal He has is to trust in God before anything else 

2. God does not tell him where He is leading him 
To have to know where, is to trust also in your own understanding to 
follow 
How much we do this - our understanding gives us the sense of some 
control 

Gen 12:2-3 - God’s initial promise to him 
Make you a great nation - he is 75 -  
I will bless you - HEB - BARAK - lit to bow down to 

From man to God is an act of worship & submission 
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From God  to man it is giving Himself - who He is, what a He has & what 
can He can do  
Make your name great 
You shall be a blessing 
Bless whoever blesses you and curse whoever curses you 
Through you all the nations of the world shall be blessed - Christ fulfills 
it 

God is establishing the basis for their relationship - these are covenant terms 

Gen 12:4-6 Abram’s obedience (sort of) 
He left as God has spoken to him - obeyed God’s word 
Took Lot with him - vs 1 told him to leave family and father’s house 

Abram’s father was raising his brother’s son - Lot 
Lot would eventually be a problem for Abram 
Disobedience will often be source of problems later 
There were Canaanites there - often there are obstacles to the promise 

Gen 12:7-9 God’s second promise  
I will give you this land 
Also for your descendants 
Builds an altar - his response was to worship 

Altar builds a memorial to remind them 
Place of thanksgiving and worship 
An important response to God speaking to us 

Called “on the name of the Lord” 
“Call on” is to invoke His name or  
Honor His name for what He has done 

Went to southern Palestine - the Negev 
Gen 12:10-20 Abram’s lack of trust 

God did not send him to Egypt to provide in the famine 
He presents his wife as his sister - she was his half-sister but was his wife 
God still protects his wife 


