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We have been looking at “Who is this God We Serve?” 
We have seen different aspects of Himself that He has revealed to us through His Word 
Today we look at the core of who He is.  
Without understanding this, we cannot know Him or serve Him 

1 John 4:16 God is love 
• Distinct from every other characteristic – they are either a quality, characteristic or 

something He does 
• At His core or essence of who He is – is love 
• This must be the filter through which we understand everything about what He says 

and does – especially when we don’t understand or don’’t like it 
• Three different responses to this love 

o Know it 
o Believe it 
o Abide in it 

Know it – this is a very different love than the love we are used to  
First, it is based on the eye and heart of the one who loves not on the one who is 
loved 

Everything we know about love in the earth is based on the value of the one 
loved 
Is 43:4 we are precious in His sight 

Precious is determined by the value place on  it not by its value 
My dog may be precious to me and a nuisance to my neighbor  
My mother’s broach may have value to me but be junk to someone else 

Eph. 3:18-19 why His love is so deep, wide and high – no limit to whom He 
loves 
Why it takes the ability of the Spirit to understand this kind of love 

Second, it its self-sacrificing 
The root of most human love is self 

I love you because you love me 
I love you because you make me feel ……. 

Because God’s love is rooted in His devotion to us, His motive is based on 
whatever we need 

Whatever the cost – this love doesn’t notice the cost –  
E.g. Good Samaritan 

Rom 5:8 He showed His love for us by dying in our place, while we were still 
deserving of death and condemnation – took our place 

Third, it is all-giving 
It gives FIRST 
It gives without requiring us to give back 
Gives EVERYTHING up front – Rom 8:32 

Believe it 
Most of know He loves us – head knowledge 
Must also believe it – we believe by acting upon it 
Believe means to receive it in your heart 

Abide in His love 
Abide = to live in as your permanent residence 

Where you live, eat, sleep 
Though you go into the world during the day, this is where you come back to 

Abide in Christ is same 
John 15 – He is the vine, we are the branches 
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Acts 17:28 – in Him we live and move and have our being 

 1 John 4:16 How we live that out – by abiding in His kind of love 
We come to know this love and experience it as we live in it 
We cannot know God apart from living in His love, since He is this love 
We cannot separate anything about God from abiding in this love 

e.g. wanting to go swimming in the water without getting wet 
He wants to fill our hearts and our whole lives with this love 

Eph 3:14-20 – Paul’s prayer for the church – same today 
Vs 16 to do this we have to be strengthened with God’s might – ability 
Vs 17 Christ wants to live His life through our hearts 
Vs 18 we might know the limitlessness of His love 

The heights, depths and breath to which this love will go 
We need His ability because it confronts our comfort zones 

Vs 19 to know (by experience) this love and to be filled with it 
This is to be filled with God’s own fullness 
Vs 20 – the power (ability) from God to do this is already in us 

Rom 5:5 God’s love has already been poured out into our hearts by the Spirit 
Andrew Murray, Abide in Christ:Thoughts on the Blessed Life of Fellowship with the Son of 
God 

In Christ, this Divine love came to earth and began to run in the channel of a human 
heart 
This love healed, redeemed and set free men and women whose lives were tormented 
and suffering under the weight and destruction of sin in the world 
It became this divine love of man to man 
The love that fills heaven and eternity flowed from a man’s heart to man kind 
He has put that divine love in our hearts so it can flow from man to man 

What does this love do and what is it like in the life of a disciple? 
Remember what this love is like – what Christ modeled in His earthly life 
Phil 2:5-8 have this same mind in us which was in Him 

He put aside His reputation and His rights for our benefit – out of love for us 
He became identified with us – became one of us – out of love for us 
The King and Creator of us took on the role of our servant – out of love for us 
Even to pay the ultimate price for us that we deserved – out of love for us 

Matt 5:23-25 – we must make things right with our brother before we can truly 
worship God 

If He is love, nothing we do outside of this love is done in Him 
When we don’t love our brother, we are acting outside of God – not abiding in 
His love 

Matt 5:43-48 – this love even loves our enemies – this is the real proof it is God’s kind 
of love 
Gal 6:2 bear one another’s burdens 

To grow in this love is not easy nor is it comfortable 
We will be confronted as our attitudes, will, desires, priorities and many more parts of 
our lives are challenged to change as God works in our hearts to conform us to this 
love which is His nature 

1 Cor 13:1-13 -  


