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Matt 4:18-22 – we are looking at how Jesus called His disciples and their response as 
a way to understand His call to us  

Saw that He called them simply to follow Him – what follow means 
We saw who called them – it was into a personal relationship, not a cause or 
church or a movement 
We saw that the one who called them was the Lord, the Son of God 
The Lord God who called them loves them to the utmost – He alone satisfies 
our longing 

Now look at what Jesus said about answering the call 

Matt 22:1-14 – parable of the wedding feast 
Why would the king call many but then only choose a few? 
Background 

Jesus has entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday – heralded as the triumphant king 
Began to teach parables each warning them that they need to be prepared and 
ready 

There is coming a day of judgment and accounting for our lives 
Each parable is about being ready & prepared 

Parable involves different people who are CALLED to a wedding feast = with Him in 
heaven 

Vs 3 – first, those for who the feast was first prepared – invitation already gone 
out 

Initially the Jews – the chosen covenant children of Abraham 
They rejected the call – first given through the prophets 
Vs 8 the king declared them unworthy for the feast & ordered them 
destroyed 

Vs 9-10 sends servants to call those who were not first invited 
Immediate reference to the Gentiles who  
Many respond and come in 

Vs 11-13 the guest without wedding garments 
Background to understand 

In the eastern culture, there were standard wedding garments that were 
necessary 

Expressed respect for the bride & groom 
Communicated that they were included in the company of celebrants 

These garments were provided for the guests 
Note that the other invitees were taken from wherever they were – no 
notice 
The guest had to be willing to take off his garment & put on the one 
provided 

The king decided what was required to be part of the feast – the guests could 
come as they were, but could only enter if they put on what He required 
This guest was invited but did not put on the garment 

Vs. 14 – this is the message of the parable 
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Many are called 
• Historically – refers to the Jews who are first called. Their rejection opened the 

door to the gentiles 
• For us today – the call of Jesus to follow Him goes out to all 

o The history of the church is the spreading of the gospel which is the call 
to follow  

o Mark 16:15-16 – go into all the world and preach the gospel, he who 
believes 

Few are chosen 
o In the parable there are two who are called but not chosen 

▪ The first are those who rejected the call – said “no” or made light 
of it 

▪ The second answered the call, but 
• On his own terms – came wearing what he wanted not what 

was required 
• He did not submit to wear what the king required and what 

was worthy of the event 
o What does this mean for us? 

▪ Although Jesus has called us, we cannot answer on our terms 
▪ There is a “garment” which He has prescribed for us to wear to be 

part of Him 

The garment is to put on Christ 
First, we wear His righteousness – the garment necessary to come before a holy 
God 

2 Cor 5:21 – He took our sin and give us God’s righteousness because we 
are in Him 
Requires us to humble ourselves to let go of our own merit before God 
Remember – Adam made his own fig leaves, but God provided animal skin 

Second, because we are in Christ, we have to “put Him on” like a garment 
Gal 3:26-27 
Rom 13:11-14 

At first, Jesus simply called them to follow Him. But then began to reveal to them 
more of what it would mean to follow Him.  

We will now begin to look at what He told them it would mean to follow Him 
Matt 16:24-25  - this is what we will begin to look at 

Application:  What does it mean to you to hear that “Many are called but few are 
chosen?” 


