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I.  Introduction - t 
 Heb 6:13-18 the blood covenant the God made with Abraham - fulfilled in Chris 

Why it is so important to have a working understanding of it 
1. It is the basis of our relationship with God 

a. Our relationship with God is not based on His whims or feelings 
b. It is solid – based on a written covenant 
c. Most Christians are floundering because they do not understand the terms 

of the contract 
d. Compare to attitude if rich relative dies 

1) Find copy of will 
2) Get a lawyer to explain your rights 

2. It is foundation of our faith 
a. Faith must be based in something or have an object 

1) Without an object it is blind faith 
2) Faith will be no stronger than what it is in 

b. Our faith cannot be in our faith but in the object of that faith 
3. It is establishes for us, forever, what God’s will is or what God is willing to do 

for us 
a. Covenant shows us that God has already given all 
b. Faith becomes easy 
c. Obedience becomes easy 

4. It is the basis for answered prayer 
a. Prayer is not to get god to move, but to help us receive what God has 

already done 
b. When we believe covenant, it is hard to believe that you will not get results 

II.  Introduction to Blood Covenants – Generally 
A. Covenants – Generally 

1. Definition of covenant – a solemn agreement between two or more parties 
where a commitment is made 

2. It is more than a contract 
a. Contract is an exchange of promises – telling what you are going to do 
b. Covenant involves a commitment – more than a mere promise 

3. Essence of covenant is the commitment 
a. “Commitment” lit. = To send along with 

1) lit:  COM = with & MITTO = send (Latin & French) 
2) Web: = pledge 

b. It is giving to you now what I promised, as a pledge that I will carry it out – 
e.g. a mortgage – gives house as a pledge 

c. The type of covenant depends on what has been committed or pledged 
1) Business covenant is a pledge or commitment of the assets what we 

each want to invest – called a partnership 
2) The more valuable the pledge or thing committed, the deeper or stronger 

the covenant 
4. Background 
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a. Very old – found in ancient civilizations 
b. Almost universal – found in virtually every civilization 
c. More common among eastern civilizations where vows, etc., are taken 

seriously 
d. As a westerners we usually mean contract when we use term  “covenant” 
e. We need to change our idea of covenant 

5. Purpose 
a. Covenant provides certainty in human dealings 

1) without certainty in business relationships nothing happens 
2) without certainty in relationship with God nothing very significant 

happens 
b. The greater the commitment the more certain a covenant was 

B. Blood covenants – generally 
1. One of oldest types of covenants 

a. Very common in cultures at time of Abraham 
1) When god approached Abraham, it was in covenant terms 
2) God knew Abraham would understand 

b. Example of Dr. Livingston & Henry Stanley in Africa 
1) Livingstone – missionary traveled in Africa 1842-1873 
2) Henry Stanley – explorer and journalist sought & found Livingstone who 

was lost 1871 
3) both of their accounts include many examples of entering blood 

covenants for protection & help 
4) shows that these covenants have been part of most cultures 

2. Different from other covenants 
a. What is pledged or committed is one’s life 
b. It is a mutual, total commitment of one’s entire self 
c. It includes all that you are & have 

 1)  Assets 
 2)   Liabilities 

d. Because it is total, it represents the highest & most respected agreement 
known to man 

3. Significance of “blood” 
a. Lev 17:13-14  Whatever man of the children of Israel, or of the strangers 

who dwell among you, who hunts and catches any animal or bird that may 
be eaten, he shall pour out its blood and cover it with dust; 14 for it is the life 
of all flesh. Its blood sustains its life. Therefore I said to the children of Israel, 
‘You shall not eat the blood of any flesh, for the life of all flesh is its blood. 
Whoever eats it shall be cut off.’  

 1) Why Jews could not eat meat butchered without slitting throat and 
draining blood 

 2)  Medicine has proved this true 
a)  Hemoglobin in blood carries the oxygen to cells 
b)   All bodies organs are to pump, cleanse or support the blood  

b. When blood is shed it represents the giving of life 
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 1)  Does not mean the giving up of life, but giving of it to another 

2)  If it is given in place of someone it represents giving that other’s life 
a)  Animal’s blood shed for life of a man gives life to that man 
b)   Explains why God required animal sacrifices for sins of men 

(i)  Sin requires penalty of death 
(ii)  Payment is life 
(iii)  God could accept that substitute sacrifice 

3) If it is not given in place of another, it represents the giving of your 
own life 

4. Meaning of Blood Covenant 
a.  Means the total commitment or giving of yourself and your life to another 
b.  Means that the two covenant partners become one 

1)  Whatever happens to one happens to other 
2)  All assets, liabilities, abilities and strengths of one are assets, liabilities 

of other 
c. So serious that if one party broke it, his own family would hunt him down 

and kill him 
d. Pledge to this covenant or the commitment or guarantee is your own life 

(what is “sent along with”) 


