
RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS 
2/9/18 

A. Intro 
a. We have had good food & fun, now to important part 
b. Purpose of renewing vows; remind and recommit what you did 

at your wedding. 

B. Your Marriage: 
1.Essence of this covenant is union. It is not a giving up of 
yourself, but a giving of yourself together to make this union 
before God.  It changes how you see yourself, how you see each 
other and how you see the issues of life – for as you become one 
these issues cannot come between you,but are faced together. Paul 
wrote about this union to the church at Ephesus: 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself up for her; 26 that He might sanctify 
her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 
27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, 
having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should 
be holy and blameless. 28 So husbands ought also to love their 
own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife 
loves himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but 
nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 

2. The strength of this union is love.  Not a love that is based on 
emotion or what the other brings into this union, not even on what 
the other means to you.  This love is based on a commitment that 
you make today to give you life to the other. It is an act of your 
wills not a reaction to emotion.  Paul describes it in his letter to the 
Corinthian church: 

1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not 
have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries 
and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 And if I give 
all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I deliver my body to 
be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing. 4 Love 
is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag 
and is not arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not 
seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a 



wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but 
rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails;  

3.  The order of this union is based on God’s design.  It is different 
than the order that the world recognizes. This order is not based on 
who is more valuable or more important, for we are all equally 
valuable and important to God.  But God has designed an order 
that if we follow it His glory and His blessing will flow through 
your marriage.  This order is described by Paul in his letter to the 
Corinthian church: 

“ But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every 
man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head 
of Christ.  However, in the Lord, neither is woman 
independent of man, nor is man independent of woman.”  

This means that Christ reflects God to the husband & husband 
reflects Christ to his wife & wife is reflection of husband the world 
= how Christ is to be reflected in your marriage. 

3.  The fruit of this union is joy (not happiness which is based on 
your circumstances).  It is peace, even in the middle of storms.  It 
can affect other lives, because this union is based on love and that 
is God’s nature.  As others experience your union, they come into 
contact with God’s own love, and that will touch them. 

There is really no other type of marriage, for this is the way God 
designed it. It works if we do it his way. In a day and age when 
marriages are failing all around us, yours can succeed, it can 
prosper and it can touch the life of others, if you will live out the 
union that is being formed today.  Are you ready? 

PREPARATION: 

What we are about to do is sacred in God’s eyes. Therefore, we 
must approach it with the same reverence we give to God. He has 
required that before we relate to Him, we must make certain that 
we are right with each other. Nowhere can that be more important 
than in our marriage. 
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Therefore, face each other. Going to ask you to release each other 
from whatever hurt or disappointment they have caused. Ask that 
you give it to the Lord so you can be free. 

FACE EACH OTHER : As an act of faith and in obedience to the 
Word of God, I release you from all hurt and offense you may have 
caused me. I reaffirm my love for you. 
     

Profession of Vows: 

HUSBAND:  Do you reaffirm your promise to take this woman  as 
you wife, as your own flesh, forsaking all others, to love her even 
as Christ loves the Church, to protect her, to honor her and to care 
for her for the rest of you lives?     I DO. 

 HUSBAND: Turn to her and make this profession of your 
faith: 
 I, _______________, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF 
GOD, FORSAKING ALL OTHERS, REAFFIRM MY PLEDGE 
TO JOIN MYSELF TO YOU, IN COVENANT, TO BE A 
HUSBAND TO YOU. TO LOVE YOU, PROTECT YOU AND 
CARE FOR YOU AS CHRIST DOES THE CHURCH.  FROM 
THIS MOMENT ON. 

 WIFE:  Do you reaffirm you promise to take this man as 
your husband, forsaking all others, submitting yourself to him as 
unto the Lord, to love him and cherish him, showing reverence to 
him as the head of this union for the rest of your lives?  I DO. 

 Turn to him and make this profession of your faith: 
 I, __________________, ACCORDING THE WORD OF 
GOD, REAFFIRM THE COVENANT THAT I HAVE MADE 
WITH YOU, FORSAKING ALL OTHERS, TO SUBMIT 
MYSELF TO YOU IN REVERENCE TO CHRIST, TO BE A 
WIFE TO YOU.  FROM THIS MOMENT ON. 

TAKE HOLD OF YOUR RINGS 
 The ring is a symbol of the covenant that you have entered.  
It is a mark indicating to the world that you belong to each other 
and no one else.  It is a never-ending circle indicating the 
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continuing love of God which is the basis of the love that you have 
professed for each other. 

 HUSBANDS:  A ring can mean two different things. It can 
mean a never – ending sign of love or it can be a shackle.  I am 
going to charge you with to remember this:  This woman stands by 
your side not under your feet.  You have the responsibility of being 
the head of this union.  You have spiritual responsibility.  
Whenever you see this ring, I want you to remember that she is a 
gift from God and that she is your helpmate. This ring must never 
be a shackle of dominance, but always a reminder of faith and 
love. Take the ring that you have chosen and place it on the finger 
of your bride. Say this to her: 

 WIVES:   This ring on his finger, I want you to remember 
this.  There is no place in the Word of God that gives people the 
right to dominate one another.  Your vows have stated that you 
submit to one another in the responsibilities of this life, expecting 
God and His power to always make the difference.  

Pronouncement:  Please join right hands.  As a representative of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, , I now reaffirm this union before Almighty 
God and ray that the power and the love of the Holy Spirit may 
flood your marriage for the rest of your days. Amen 

Special song: 

While you listen, I want you to remember and talk about how you 
first met and fell in love.
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