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Review 
• 2 Cor 5:7 – we walk by faith and not by sight – you can’t do both at the 

same time 
• Heb 10:37-38 those made righteous shall live (walk) by faith and not draw 

back 
• Heb 11:1 We have looked at what faith is – spiritual eyes that allow us to 

live in this physical world with the same confidence in the promises of God 
that we would have if our 5 senses could detect them 

• We have looked at what faith is – spiritual eyes that allow us to live in this 
physical world with the same confidence in the promises of God that we 
would  have if our 5 senses could detect them 

• Heb 11:6 - without faith it is impossible to please God - come to Him & 
rewarder 

Background - 1 Cor 10 teaches us that this story is in the Bible as an example for us 
Israel had been in Egypt for 430 years - most of it as slaves 

God had sent them there (70 in number) to provide for them in a famine 
They had stayed longer than needed & became slaves 

Egypt the most advanced nation in west - science, medicine, epitome of man’s 
ability 

Worshipped over 2,000 gods - one for each need they had 
They had physical images that they worshipped  

In Egypt, they lived dominated by their senses - over 3 generations 
For us, Egypt is a type of the world out of which we were saved  
God had to reintroduce Himself to His people so they would be restored to the 
relationship He had with them during Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

God had a destiny and purpose for His people - to live in a land He provided which 
was exceedingly prosperous - witness to the world of God’s goodness  

Dt 1:2 - the journey from Egypt to Canaan was only an 11- day journey 
• God knew His people - too dominated by their senses so they could not 

overcome the obstacles they would face 
• He had to train them to trust His words more than their senses - walk by faith 

and not by sight 
• He had to lead them on a training journey that lasted one year 

Ex 16:1-7 His training that they would learn to trust His promise that there would be 
bread each day 

• They could not gather more than that day - not trusting that HE would provide 
tomorrow 

• On 6th day they could gather two days so would not have to work on Sabbath 
• God trained them with daily trusting Him for 10 months  

Nu 13:17-33  Israel failed the test - failed to learn to walk by faith - they only walked 
by sight 
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God had given His word that He had given this land to them 
They were more moved by the threat of the enemies than God’s promise 
Vs. 31-33 saw themselves & enemies through their natural eyes 
Nu 14:6-10 - Caleb’s view was through the promise of God 

The consequence of their unbelief & disobedience - God’s anger 
This generation had to wander in wilderness 39 more years 
God could not let them into the land - would have been destroyed 
Their children suffered because of their unbelief 

Dt 8:1-18 next generation back at the same place & they have learned 
He was training them to know that we live by every word from God 
Joshua 6 - conquest of Jericho - God told them He had given the city to them 
His strategy made no natural sense, but their obedience won the victory 

Why is this important for us today? 

1. This is very much where we are today 
God has a purpose for His church in this world today 
There are many enemies which are designed to threaten us to pull back 
These may well get worse - persecution for what we believe 
It is those who learn to walk by faith in God’s promises who will endure 
These tests are won or lost in our everyday choices 
Heb 10:35-39 the danger of pulling back 

2. There are many issues pressing on us - social justice, political fights 
These are battles for what is right and wrong 
Problem is we try to decide what is right and wrong from our own perspective 
We are just like fallen man in the garden - knowing for ourself right & wrong 
  

Ex. 20:1-3 - is the foundation for everything 
What is right and wrong is only so because of what God has said 
Abortion is sin because God has said “though shall not kill” 
Racial (or any) prejudice is sin because it violates God’s law of love 
The only moral authority we have is obedience to God’s commandments 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to you today? 


