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Near the end of the first century, many false teachings were coming into the church 
Persecution had tried to destroy it, but only had effect of spreading it 
Satan found that distractions could work 

Some saying the Christ had already come back 
Some trying to blend the OT practices into NT grace 
Some of Paul & John’s letters were to address these  

2 Tim 3:1-7 written to Timothy near the end of Paul’s life later in the first century 
Similar to today – many opinions and teachers out there by people who can 
influence 

2 Tim 3:10-17 – the answer that God prescribes to protect us 
Follow the godly examples whom God has put in our lives to influence us 

God made us to influence one another – we have to decide who that is 
Vs 14 know the fruit in their lives and their experience 

Vs 16-17 God’s answer is His Word – it is inspired by God 
It is God speaking to us for – God breathed 

Doctrine – basic foundation beliefs that keep us stable 
Correction – people who won’t receive correction will be led off 
Training – so God can use us for His work 

2 Tim 4:1-2 what the pastor is to do to help protect those entrusted to him 
Preach the Word – when popular and when not – regardless of what is going on 
What he is to use word to do 

Convince – convict, refute or rebut with idea of putting to shame 
Rebuke – to chide or reprove for a wrong 
Exhort – coming along side to encourage – same as Spirit as Helper 
Teaching 

2 Tim 4:3-4 – the danger to which we are exposed 
They will not endure sound doctrine – “endure” = receive 
“Heap up for themselves” their teachers they have decided to listen to 
Because they have “itching ears” they will listen according to their own desires 

2 Tim 4:5 – what Timothy is to do – finish the work God gave him to do 

Eph 4:11-16 God puts ministry gifts in our lives to help us navigate through this 
journey 

God puts them in your life – you don’t choose 
1 Cor 1:22-23 – Jews seeking signs & Greeks seeking to know things 

What they sought in their desire kept them from what God had for them 
Example of children at a buffet – need parents to help the choose 

Bible teaches that they are a covering or protection for us 

Qualifications for a spiritual leader 
God has chosen and placed in the office 
Experience in ministry 
Fruit in their lives 
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Willing to be responsible to God for your spiritual welfare 
John 10:11-13 true shepherd is committed 
Example of needing a doctor - licensed, experienced, good recommendations 

Application to our lives in this time 
Many voices trying to tell us what it means – don’t all agree 
Many people out there trying to teach on these issues -  especially end times 
These are very tricky to teach and require much wisdom and discernment 

Biggest danger of these “voices” is that they distract us from what we are here to do 
Spiritual maturity stays focused on the mission 
Matt 16:13-23 – Peter could not discern which spirit was speaking to him 

After being acknowledged for the revelation of who Jesus is, he tried to 
stop Him from completing His mission 
Peter used his own idea of what Jesus should do because it made sense 
Satan was using Peter to distract Jesus from His mission 

Satan wants to distract us by side issues 
Who are all these players in the last time? 
What do these events mean? 

A distraction is something that  
1. Is not what you are to be looking at or focused on 
2. It steals something from you what you need – time, energy 
3. E.g. school bus driver swatting flies – flies are real but dangerous to chase 
after 

What is the correct focus? 
God’s speaking of the future to us is for comfort 

1 Thess 4: 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words  1
2 Thess 2:15-17 – stand fast in what you have been taught and Christ will 
comfort you 
Rev 1:3 – blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this 
prophecy 

Stay focused on why the church is hear & what we are to do 
Lk 19:13 – on parable about His coming – “do your business until I come” 
The great commission  

Final thought: Assuming all these “words” are true 
1. What are you going to do” 
2 If this is end time events, you are not going to change it 
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