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We are living in some of the most challenging times we have ever seen. Life as we 
have known it has suddenly been shaken up and turned upside down. 

Today we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord 
Must remember that we look back on that first Holy Week knowing the 
resurrection came, the disciples did not 

Disciples on week before 
Triumphant entry – the culmination of everything they had given up to follow 
Him 
During the week things suddenly began to change 

He overturns the money changers in the temple 
He tells scary stories about the end times 
He challenges the Pharisees and calls them names 
He predicts the destruction of the temple and a great tribulation 
Finally, He describes a great final judgment 

Matt 26:1-5 the authorities plot to kill Him 

Friday, they see Jesus, who they could not capture before, suddenly arrested 
They saw Him falsely condemned by the Jewish authorities 
They saw Him tried before Pilate and condemned to be scourged and crucified 
Under the pressure, Peter, the rock, caved in the fear for himself and denied 
Jesus 
They saw Him crucified – the one who spoke to storms, raised the dead, walked 
on water – captured, condemned and crucified as He were just an ordinary man 

Saturday they must have huddled in fear. 
They had been identified with Him and may now be next to die 
They had lost their leader and their purpose 
All of this in one short week 

This is not unlike where we are. 
Suddenly, much of what has been our lives has been turned upside down 
Our lives had goals, plans & expectations, suddenly they are not important 
People are dying from a threat we cannot see 
Don’t know who might be carrying anger 
We are being separated from one another 
We have no assurance of when this will end and what life will be like after 

That first Resurrection Day changed all of that 
What looked like the loss of everything and a terrible defeat, was suddenly 
turned into the greatest victory of all time 
What looked as if God was not really in control suddenly displayed how totally 
God is in control 
It proved that Jesus is the Son of God –  
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Others have been raised from the dead, but they eventually died, they 
were raised again with the same body 
Jesus was raised never to die again, and He was raised with an eternal 
body 

What does His resurrection mean to us today? 

1. The same God who was in control throughout Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection, 
is the same God who is working in the midst of this pandemic 

2. Just as what Satan meant for destruction by crucifying the Son of God and God 
used it to defeat Him, God wants to use this to advance His kingdom on the earth 

3. Jesus by His resurrection, defeated the power of death over us. 
Heb 2:14-15 it is the fear of death that Satan uses to keep us in his control 
Jesus became one of us so He could redeem us from the fear of death 
With the fear of death gone, Satan has no power to control us, so we are free 
to be part of God’s plan to advance His kingdom here 

How Paul overcame the fears and threats to stop him from fulfilling his purpose 

1 Cor 15:30-32 the promise of the resurrection is what motivated him to face 
fear 

Without this promise – we might as well just enjoy this life 
It is what gives us our ultimate purpose and hope 

1 Cor 15:42-44 (NLT) – the need for the resurrection 

1 Cor 15:50-58 (NLT) –  
Vs 52 – this will happen suddenly 
Vs 53 – our weak, vulnerable, mortal bodies will be changed as His was 
into glorious, immortal bodies 
Vs 54-55 Jesus has defeated death for us 
Vs 56 – sting of death = pain and fear of leaving here and the unknown 

The root of that fear is the fear of judgment for our sin 
2 Cor 5:21 – He became our sin and it was judged on Him 
In our death, there is no fear of judgment 

We need to renew our minds to this 
 Vs 58 as a result we can be strong and not moved in the midst of this 
crisis so God can do His work through us 


