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 Matte 16:24 – the specific thing we are called to do is follow him. Must deny our self, 
take up OUR cross and then follow Him. We have looked at the cost of following Him, 
today we look at the reward 

A. The Right Perspective 
Foundational Principle: Each step is only a consequence of following Him.  

If we look at each step, its cost or the result we have stopped following Him 
When we consider the cost, we lose sight of Him and He is the ability to pay to 
price 

Phil 4:8 – I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me 
He doesn’t give us strength, He is the strength 
The strength does not come from our will or self-determination – eg. 
Peter 

Example of athletes training for Olympics 
If they focus on the pain, discipline & whatever they have to give up 
they will never do it. 
They keep their focus on the prize which is more valuable than what it 
costs 

E.g. when you buy something 
If it turns out to be disappointing – “It wasn’t worth”, 

 We judge that the price we paid was not worth what we got. –  
We keep looking at what it cost us 

If it is a bargain, then the item was more valuable than the price 
We forget about the price except to brag about what a great deal 
We are not holding on to the price, we willingly traded it 
We rejoice in what we paid 
We don’t see it as a sacrifice 

Heb 12:1-2 Jesus did not suffer for the sake of suffering. He had to endure it.  
The sins and weights that easily trap us are the costs we don’t want to pay 

These are designed to keep us from following Him 
We overcome them by looking unto Jesus 

He is our example - It was the joy set before Him that endured His cross 
First it was seeing us set free and with Him in eternity 
Second, it was the joy of returning to the glory He had before  

John 17:4-5 – he was looking towards receiving again His glory 
John 14:28 – He was anticipating returning to the Father 

Starts by understanding that there is something there that I don’t see 
Otherwise we won’t look for ite.g. first time I flew in rain & saw the sun above 
the clouds 
e.g. of Wizard of Oz – Kansas was B&W, Oz was color 

Whereas, an athlete can visualize the medal, it is harder for us to visualize what is 
ours on the other side of the cross 
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Our flesh & love of self dulls our ability to see through the cross to promise 
We can only “see” it by faith – 2 Cor 4:18 
But we can get a glimpse through others who have seen the other side of the 
cross 

Apostle Paul – look at later 
Others we meet, see or read about who are different because they have 
passed through the cross to what is on the other side 

Eg. Reinhardt Bonnke, Todd White – many who burn with a 
passionate love for Jesus and to give up everything for Him 

B. Apostle Paul as our example 
Acts 9:1-7, 15-19 – Paul’s encounter with the risen Christ changed him 
dramatically  
Phil 3:7-16 – Paul describes the exchange he made 

Vs 7-8 He counted everything that made up his life as loss compared to 
the far surpassing value of knowing Christ – “excellence” GK = surpassing 
Vs 10 what he traded for- to know HIm 
Vs 12-14 – he had not arrived at the goal, but kept pressing towards it 
Vs 15-16 – God will work in us to help us to get there – but keep on 
pressing towards that goal 

C. Christ is the great prize on the other side – to know Him 
Eph 3:8 – the unsearchable riches that are in Christ 
Matt 13:44-46 

Treasure hidden in a field –  
It was hidden – not obvious to most 
Was worth selling all – no one made him do it 

Pearl of great price 
Though he was a merchant seeking pearls, this one was of value 
far exceeding all the others 
Was worth selling all for – no one made him 

In each case it was the choice of the man to sell all because he could see 
the value of the treasure 

As with Paul, there is no evidence that they grieved over the loss of what it 
cost because of the joy of what they received 
In the Bible when someone has risked all for Christ, He has met them on the 
other side 

John 9 – the man born blind who Jesus healed 
He risked his standing in the synagogue  
When he was rejected, Jesus went and found him 

Daniel 3 – the three Hebrew children who were willing to give up their 
lives to not deny God, when thrown into the furnace were met by fourth 
man 
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D. The Holy Spirit has been given to us to help us 
Phil 2:12-13 – God is at work in us to help us work out this salvation 
Eph 1:15-18 Ask God to help you to see the hope of His calling


