
Follow Me 
Answering the Call – 2 

7/21/19
Matt 4:18-22 – we are looking at how Jesus called His disciples and their response as 
a way to understand His call to us  

Looked for several weeks at who it is that called them (& us) 
Now look at what Jesus said about answering the call 
Matt 22:14 – many are called but few are chosen 

There are conditions to our answering & not everyone will accept them 
We don’t get to decide what the conditions are – just to say “yes” or 
“not” 

Today we begin to look at the answer 

Because God is love, whatever God does with us is only out of love for us. Because He 
loves us, He will prepare us for the future. 

Heb 12:5 – because He loves us, He will correct us 
The obedience that He requires is for our good not to prove something about 
Himself 
Even the 10 commandments are to prepare us to live in a relationship with a 
holy God 

When Jesus first called His disciples, He only told them to follow Him, but as they 
obeyed Him, He began to disclose more of what was required to follow Him 

Matt 16:13-26 – Jesus reveals Himself & 
Vs 13-17 – the revelation of who HE is 
Vs 18-20 – the church will be built on that revelation 
Vs 21-23 – He declares what His mission will cost Him 

Peter rejects the idea of the cost 
He wants Jesus to do it Peter’s way 
Vs 23 – it was Satan working through Peter  

Vs. 24 Jesus announces the cost of discipleship – following Him 

As Jesus gets more focused on His ultimate purpose, He declares the conditions for 
following 

These are conditions that He has met Himself 
So, to follow Him requires that we meet the same conditions 
We will be taking time to look at each of these, but today is an introduction 
These conditions are in an order that is intentional 

The order: first, deny yourself – second, take up YOUR cross – then follow Him 
Remember that God is not punishing us or making it hard 

His motive is to set us free from what binds us – self 
Everything God does is out of love 

These conditions can sound scary or impossible – so we dismiss them 
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God knows what will set us free & only works for our best 
Mark 10:26-27 –  

Jesus just told them how hard it for someone with riches to enter 
heaven  
Their response was then who can be saved 
What is impossible with man is possible with God – 
Whatever God requires, He enables us to do it 

Jesus did that first – we are following what He did 
Phil 2:5-11 – HE “emptied Himself” of His glory & divine attribute 
Denied His rights as the Son of God so He could do the Father’s will 
HE took up His cross. 

Matt 11:28-29 come to Him all who are weary & heavy burdened 
Learn from Him – He is meek = deny self 
The rest is from striving for ourselves 

Next, we will begin to look at what it means to “deny myself” 


