
TO GOD BE THE GLORY
 NOTES 

I. WHAT IS THE GLORY OF GOD?

Isaiah 6:1-4 (NKJV) 
1  In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a 
throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the 
temple. 
2  Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he 
covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he 
flew. 
3  And one cried to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the 
LORD of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!" 
4  And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who 
cried out, and the house was filled with smoke. 

A.Glory Defined

The Hebrew word for “glory” (kavod) is literally translated 
“heavy, weighty,” meaning the heaviest, biggest, grandest thing 
about someone. It refers to reputation

B.Glory, His Visible Manifestation

Romans 1:20 (NKJV) 
20  For since the creation of the world His invisible 
attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so 
that they are without excuse,
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Romans 1:20 (NLT) 
20  For ever since the world was created, people have seen the 
earth and sky. Through everything God made, they can 
clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power 
and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing 
God. 

What Paul is simply saying is that God has left His fingerprints all 
across this universe for all to see. 

God has revealed His nature and personal qualities through all 
that He created.

When man looks at creation they must come to the conclusion 
that there is a God. 

Glory describes the visible manifestation of  God’s attributes.

 That is His Character, Nature, Power, Presence,  Personal 
qualities His very Existence

Psalm 19:1 (AMP) 
1 THE HEAVENS declare the glory of God; and the firmament 
shows and proclaims His handiwork. 

C. Examples of God’s Glory

Whenever there was a visible display of God in the Old Testament   
often times it states that the glory of God appeared. 

Exodus 40:34-35 (NKJV) 
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34  Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the 
glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
35  And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting, 
because the cloud rested above it, and the glory of the LORD 
filled the tabernacle. 

This cloud was  a visible demonstration of the presence of the 
Lord. And it is called, "the glory of the Lord that filled the temple.” 

2 Chronicles 7:1-3 (NKJV) 
1  When Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from 
heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and 
the glory of the LORD filled the temple. 
2  And the priests could not enter the house of the LORD, 
because the glory of the LORD had filled the LORD'S house. 
3  When all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, 
and the glory of the LORD on the temple, they bowed their 
faces to the ground on the pavement, and worshiped and 
praised the LORD, saying: "For He is good, For His mercy 
endures forever." 

Exodus 24:17 (NKJV) 17  The sight of the glory of the LORD 
was like a consuming fire on the top of the mountain in the eyes 
of the children of Israel. 

So according to the Bible, the glory of God is the invisible qualities 
(character, power, presence, and all His attributes) of God made 
visible.

D.The God’s glory can be seen!!!!

Psalm 97:6 (NKJV) 
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6  The heavens declare His righteousness, And all the peoples 
see His glory. 

The children of Israel saw and experienced the Glory of God in 
the wilderness.

Exodus 16:6-7 (NKJV) 
6  Then Moses and Aaron said to all the children of Israel, "At 
evening you shall know that the LORD has brought you out of the 
land of Egypt. 
7  And in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD; for 
He hears your complaints against the LORD. But what are we, 
that you complain against us?

They saw the manifestation of God’s power and presence in their 
time of need.

Exodus 16:11-12 (NKJV) 
11  And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
12  "I have heard the complaints of the children of Israel. Speak to 
them, saying, 'At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning 
you shall be filled with bread. And you shall know that I am the 
LORD your God.' " 

God manifestted His glory by providing them with dinner (quails) 
in the evening and breakfast (manna from heaven) in the 
morning.

Psalm 90:16 (NLT) 
16  Let us, your servants, see you work again; let our children see 
your glory. 

Jesus raised Lazurus from the dead
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John 11:40 (NKJV) 
40  Jesus said to her, "Did I not say to you that if you would 
believe you would see the glory of God?" 

What was Jesus talking about? He was talking about God and His 
power being put on display for all to see.

THE GLORY OF GOD IS SIMPLY GOD ON DISPLAY!!!

E.Jesus is the Glory of God

John 1:1 (NKJV) 
1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 

John 1:14 (NKJV) 
14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory, (who’s glory?) the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

The glory of God is the invisible made visible through Jesus 
Christ. 

Colossians 1:15 (NKJV) 
15  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. 
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John 14:9 (NKJV) 
9  Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you 
have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the 
Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 

Christ is the perfect expression of God in human form that man 
was able to see with their eyes. 

2 Corinthians 4:4 (AMP) 
4  For the god of this world has blinded the unbelievers' minds 
[that they should not discern the truth], preventing them from 
seeing the illuminating light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ 
(the Messiah), Who is the Image and Likeness of God. 

Hebrews 1:3a (NKJV) 
3  who being the brightness of His (God’s) glory and the 
express image of His person…

So according to the Bible, Jesus is the Glory of 
God 

Jesus was actually God on display

F.  God’s Glory is Intrinsic

The word “intrinsic” means belonging naturally; inbred, deep-
rooted, ingrained. Natural.

God is glorious all by Himself.
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God always was, always is, and always will be 
glorious.

Glory comes natural to Him.

What wet is to water Glory is to God.

G.His Glory is Eternal

Man’s glory never last.

Psalm 104:31 (NKJV) 
31  May the glory of the LORD endure forever; May the LORD 
rejoice in His works. 

Just as God is eternal, God’s glory is also eternal. It never fades.

II. A CALL TO GLORIFY GOD

A.What does it Mean to Glorify God?

God wants to dress us up because He wants you and I to attract 
people to Himself. 

Your job and my job as Christians is to make God look good.”

Isaiah 43:7 (NLT) 
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7  Bring all who claim me as their God, for I have made them for 
my glory. It was I who created them.’” 

The whole purpose of our existence is to make God look good in 
our lives. To bring Him all the glory.

Isaiah 42:8 (NKJV) 
8  I am the LORD, that is My name; And My glory I will not give 
to another, Nor My praise to carved images. 

God created us to glorify Him in all we do in this life and no other 
is to receive the glory that belongs to God only.

B. We are all called to Glorify God.

God is able to make Himself visible using us as His vehicle to 
display His glory.

Isaiah 49:3 (NLT) 
3  He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, and you will 
bring me glory.” 

We are the vessels which “contain” the very glory of God. 

2 Corinthians 4:6-7 (NLT) 
6  For God, who said, “Let there be light in the darkness,” has 
made this light shine in our hearts so we could know the 
glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. 
7  We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves 
are like fragile clay jars containing this great treasure. This 
makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from 
ourselves. 
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When the glory of God is manifested, made visible and displayed 
through our lives, people will know that it is God and not you.

WHY???  (vss.7b) “…This makes it clear that our great power 
is from God, not from ourselves. 

So that all people can recognize the God in us.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) 
17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 

Ephesians 4:24 (NKJV) 
24  and that you put on the new man which was created 
according to God, in true righteousness and holiness. 

Ephesians 4:24 (NLT) 
24  Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly 
righteous and holy. 

We were created in Christ to be like God!!!

OUR LIVES SHOULD BE A  LIFE WHERE GOD IS 
CONSTANTLY BEING PUT ON DISPLAY IN EVERYTHING WE 
DO AND SAY

C. Called to Make God Look Good in Whatever we do

1 Corinthians 10:31 (NKJV) 
31  Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God.

“…Or whatever you do…” In all that we do in life, 
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Let all be to the glory of God; to make God look good. 

Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) 
17  And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) 
11  If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles (utterance, 
speak as though God himself were speaking through you.) of 
God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which 
God supplies, 

But the bible tells us that we are to speak as the oracles of God 
and to serve with the abilities that God supplies. WHY? Look at 
the rest of this verse.

11b…that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and 
ever. Amen. 

III. How do we Glorify God?

A. Christ Our Example

Jesus always lived His life giving God the glory in everything 
He did, never trying to receive glory for Himself. 

John 14:10 (NKJV) 
10  Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in 
Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own 
authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works.
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John 17:4 (NKJV) 
4  I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work 
which You have given Me to do. 

B. The Many Ways to Glorify God

A Consecrated Life

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NKJV) 
19  Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not 
your own? 
20  For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify (honor 
magnify) God in your body and in your spirit, which are 
God's. 

This is called a consecrated life. A life surrendered to God in all 
that we do.

Christ paid the ultimate price, even his blood. Because you were 
worth the price that was paid.

Since both body and spirit are God's, both should be used to 
glorify him.

Paul understood this when he said in Philippians 1:20…

Philippians 1:20 (AMP) 
20  This is in keeping with my own eager desire and persistent 
expectation and hope, that I shall not disgrace myself nor be put 
to shame in anything; but that with the utmost freedom of speech 
and unfailing courage, now as always heretofore, Christ (the 
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Messiah) will be magnified and get glory and praise in this 
body of mine and be boldly exalted in my person, whether 
through (by) life or through (by) death. 

Paul had totally committed his life and dedicated himself to 
magnifying Christ. 

Our bodies and spirit are both designed to glorify God.

By Praise

To praise God is to boast, to promote, and to bring honor to God 
and for who He is and what He has done in our lives.

To bring recognition to who He is and what He’s done for us.

Psalm 50:23 (AMP) 
23  He who brings an offering of praise and thanksgiving 
honors and glorifies Me; and he who orders his way aright [who 
prepares the way that I may show him], to him I will demonstrate 
the salvation of God. 

Psalm 44:8 (NLT) 
8  O God, we give glory to you all day long and constantly praise 
your name. Interlude 

To praise Him is to bring attention to the one that is being praised.

1 Chronicles 16:29 (NKJV) 
29  Give to the LORD the glory due His name; Bring an offering, 
and come before Him. Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of 
holiness! 
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When we praise Him everyday, we are promoting His existence, 
His power, His grace and mercy, and His love.

By Good Works

We glorify Him by our works.

John 17:4 (NIV)  
4 I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you 
gave me to do.

We bring glory to God by not just doing the work, but completing 
the work.

Matthew 5:16 (NKJV) 

16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

1 Peter 2:11-12 (NKJV) 
11  Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from 
fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 
12  having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that 
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your 
good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of 
visitation. 
By Bearing God Fruits

John 15:8 (KJV)  
8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye 
be my disciples. 

What does it mean to “bear fruit”?
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it means to be producing something that is similar to what the 
attributes of the tree or plant is. 

When we become Christlike in all we do, we’ve produced good 
fruit.

Philippians 1:11 (NLT) 
11  May you always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—the 
righteous character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—
for this will bring much glory and praise to God. 

Unity in the Body

Unity is one of the important ways to honor and glorify God.

Romans 15:5-6 (NIV)  
5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you 
a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus,  
6 so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The ultimate purpose of this unity was so that with one heart 
(mind) and mouth, we would glorify 

To have one mind and one mouth means to be in one accord 

This harmony and fellowship among Christians is necessary, in 
order that they may glorify God.

To honor God properly, there must be no unnecessary 
dissensions among his people.

Ephesians 4:1-3 (NKJV) 1  I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, 
beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you 
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were called, 2  with all lowliness and gentleness, with 
longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3  endeavoring 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

We are to make every effort to keep and guard this unity and 
oneness amongst ourselves because it brings glory to God.

Spending Time Alone with God

Exodus 34:29-35 (NKJV) 
29  Now it was so, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai 
(and the two tablets of the Testimony were in Moses' hand when 
he came down from the mountain), that Moses did not know 
that the skin of his face shone while he talked with Him. 
30  So when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, 
behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come 
near him. 
31  Then Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers of the 
congregation returned to him; and Moses talked with them. 
32  Afterward all the children of Israel came near, and he gave 
them as commandments all that the LORD had spoken with him 
on Mount Sinai. 
33  And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a 
veil on his face. 
34  But whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak 
with Him, he would take the veil off until he came out; and he 
would come out and speak to the children of Israel whatever he 
had been commanded. 
35  And whenever the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, 
that the skin of Moses' face shone, then Moses would put the 
veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with Him.
Moses' face was radiant with the glory of God after he spent time 
with God. 
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The people could clearly see that Moses was in God's presence. 

How often do we spend time alone with God? 

Why was Moses face shining? Because he had been alone with 
God.

But being alone with God has a transforming effect on people. 

“No one who meets God by faith is ever the same again.

Because when we spend time alone with God, and see God as 
He is, we become like what He is.” 

God made us to be glorious.

In order to shine like this, we need to spend time alone with God. 
This was true for Moses. 

The light that is in us comes from Him; so we need to go to Him to 
get spiritually recharged.

2 Corinthians 4:6-7 (NLT) 
6  For God, who said, “Let there be light in the darkness,” has 
made this light shine in our hearts so we could know the 
glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. 
7  We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves 
are like fragile clay jars containing this great treasure. This 
makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from 
ourselves. 

2 Corinthians 3:18 (NKJV) 
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18  But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 
from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

2 Corinthians 3:18 (AMP) 
18  And all of us, as with unveiled face, [because we] continued 
to behold [in the Word of God] as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are constantly being transfigured into His very own 
image in ever increasing splendor and from one degree of glory 
to another; [for this comes] from the Lord [Who is] the Spirit. 

If you glorify the Lord in your walk, and in your 
talk, it will produce the visible manifestation of 

His attributes in us which will ATTRACT 
OTHERS TO HIMSELF.
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