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We are looking at who this God is we serve 

LORD = the self-existent one – everything comes from Him 
God – the source of our provision, protection 
Almighty god – the one who is infinitely more than enough 
He is our co-laborer with us in carrying out His purposes 
He reveals to us what He knows we need to know about Him 

Last week began to understand that this God is Holy 
Whenever God called someone to serve Him, He first had them see His holiness 

Isaiah, Israel, Paul 
Quote by R.C. Sproul 

What does it mean that God is holy? 
Heb & Gk words for “holy” mean separate or cut off from the ordinary. It also means 
to be pure 

Most people believe that God is holy because He is better than anyone else 
Means far more than that 

It means not only separate but transcendent – above or greater than anyone or 
anything 
I’m not sure that it can be understood, but it can be appreciated and sensed 

You can tell when it is present and when it is not 
e.g. Father to son – How do know when you are in love? You’ll know” 

Transcendent – something outside the boundaries of what is common, normal or 
accustomed to the extent that it moves or affects you 

E.g. my first glimpse of the Grand Canyon – just stared, could not express 
anything 
Makes you aware of how finite, small, and limited you are 
Rudolf Otto – study of what different cultures considered “holy” 

Found it was something that moved them and 
It was something they could not put into words 

What makes God transcendent? 

Best grasped by looking at encounters that men have had with the holy God 
Is 6:1-9 – Isaiah in God’s throne room 

Angels could not look directly on Him 
Cried “Holy, Holy, Holy” –  
Isaiah was undone 

Ex 3:1-6 – Moses’ encounter with the burning bush 
It was not a fire, but the glory of God 
Moses was curious and casual until God spoke to him from it 
Holy ground – sandals are things man has made; holy ground could only be 
touched by something God made 
Moses fell down and could not look upon Him 
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Moses realized that this was the God who had made him 

Ex 33:13-23 – Moses asks to see God’s glory 
He could see God’s presence but not His face 
God had to hide him in a rock to protect him from the power of His glory 
Christ is the rock that protects us 
Ex 34:29-30 Moses’ face shown so bright that he had to put a cover over it 

People’s encounter with God through Jesus –  
Mk 4:35-41 – what manner of man is this? 

Storm did not trouble Him 
He had authority of storms and the sea 

Lk 5:4-8 – Peter’s response was to fall down  

What each of these have in common is their reaction to coming into contact with 
someone who was thei creator. It made them aware that they were creatures – 
creations 

Rom Ch 1 explains that God’s ultimate judgement will be against those who 
chose to worship the creation rather than the Creator 
It is the loss of sense of God’s holiness that leads to this 

This is where the world and much of the church is now. Man centered not God 
centered. 
Proverbs 9:10 (NKJV) 
10“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy 
One is understanding. 

What do we do to regain or obtain it? 
Rev 3:14-22  Jesus addressed a church like this  

They thought they were doing well – they were satisfied with where they were 
spiritually 
Jesus had a very different view of where they were 
He is correcting them because He loves them 
What they could do 

1. Buy real gold refined by fire – trade in what they valued in this life for 
what is valued eternally 
2. Become zealous – passion 
3. Repent – change of mind 
4. If we open our heart to Him, He will come in and stay 

Rev 4:1-11 
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