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Introduction - we are struggling with an overwhelming number of critical issues that 
are dividing this country and dividing the church 

Overwhelming because there seems to be no answer that can bring us together 
Issues: social & legal justice for minorities, abortion/women’s reproductive 
rights, conflict between the rights of LGBTQ/Church, etc. 
These issues divide our nation and more importantly the church 
We all have personal issues for which we don’t seem to have an answer 

It is hard to believe that there is one simple answer 
Hard because what we see of these issues seem complicated 
Hard because of the emotions invested in them 

God’s Word teaches a simple answer 
Problem is that we don’t want to hear this answer - we don’t like it 
We don’t want to deal with these issues in terms of God’s answer 
So we continue to struggle with the futile hope that are efforts will somehow 
work 

The answer comes from understanding that the source of all the problems lies in one 
decision 
The Book of Beginnings - every important understanding has it beginning in Genesis 

The Setting 
Gen 2:7-9 - God created man in His image 

Placed him in garden in Eden - Eden - HEB = place of pleasure and delight, 
paradise 

Everything the needed or could want provided in abundance 
Place of peace and harmony 

God is with His creation to enjoy 
Two trees identified - tree of life and tree on KNOWLEDGE of good and evil 

Gen 2:15-17 - God issues His commandment - establishes a boundary for them 
God had not designed His creation to handle the knowledge of good and evil on 
their own 
God intended to handle that knowledge for them 
All they had to do to enjoy His protection was obey His commandment 
Consequence of disobedience told them - die meant separation from God, loss 
of this paradise 

Gen 2:25 - describes their relationship with God and each other 
Naked - totally open and exposed with no shame - nothing to hide 
Totally unaware of self because totally absorbed in the glory of the God who 
made them 

The Problem - 
Satan arrives - 

Ez 28:11-17 
Is 14:12-15 
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Gen 3:1-10 - his goal is to temp them to do what he did 
Question God’s commandment - “Has God really said that?” 
Getting them to think for themselves about the commandment 

God’s motive - “He is keeping something from you what you are entitled 
to - your right” 
“You have a right to be like God” 

Ends by directly defying God - “He has lied to you?  
“You will not die as God said” 
“He has lied to you about the consequences of disobeying Him” 

Result of their disobedience 
 Hid themselves from God’s presence 
Became afraid 
More conscious of themselves than of God - self centered 

Now man decides for himself what is good and what is evil 
He has made himself his own god 
For Christians, our god (self) we include God (Jehovah) in our life 

We agree with Him 
We consult Him 
But we don’t submit to Him as God 

We decide about the issues of our life and the world based on what we think is right/
wrong or good /evil 

Abortion is wrong because it is killing innocent babies 
Racism is wrong because it is not treating people justly 
Even though God may share the same view, we are wrong because the 
foundation of our belief is what we think, not that it violates God’s 
commandments 
When we do, we are acting as God 
To most of our society and the church, God is irrelevant to the issues 

E.g. 2 Sam 12:9 & 13 King David had committed adultery with Uriah’s wife then killed 
him 

God said that David had not just sinned but despised the Lord’s commandment 
David’s response was not that he sinned but that he had sinned against the Lord 
David saw wrong in terms of disobedience to God’s commandment 

God did not create us to handle the knowledge of good and evil on our own 
As we obey Him, He discerns for us 
He knows our limitations 

We are going to look at the consequences in our life and society 
We will look at the subtle ways we try to avoid obedience 

How does this understanding apply to you?  
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